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THE SAVIOUR AT THE DOOR. 



THE Maker of the human heart has certainly left 
open a door to it, through which he can enter 
in, and impart himself. And although, by the fall 
of man, this door has been closed, yet he, who is 
able to make a way in the sea, ■ and paths in deep 
waters, must also be able to find a means of ap- 
proaching our hearts, of knocking at our door, and 
of causing us to hear his voice. And it is equally 
true, that the human heart must possess a con- 
sciousness of its Maker, and be able to hear his 
voice, and listen to his intimations. 

We will not stop to confute those self-satisfied 
individuals, who exclude their imaginary Deity from 
themselves, the world, and mankind, and shut him up 
in heaven or elsewhere, so that he is not at liberty to 
shew himself at any one's door, or to touch any one's 
heart. For such characters we have no time to spare ; 
for we really hear the knocking of our God, listen 
to his voice, and are sufficiently occupied in endea- 
vouring to understand it. We are convinced, that 
God knows the way to every \tidVrAxiL»5i\ ^sjA^ ^- 
thoagb the doors may be closed a^aaii^X. \5l\t«v^ "^^ "^ 
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AT THE DOOR. 5 

stand at the door and complain, saying, " Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock V* The Creator at the 
creature's door — the Lord and Master at his ser- 
vant's gate ! Behold him, who is infinitely rich, and 
in whom all fulness dwells, standing like a heggar 
at the door of a poor and miserable mortal ! — ^him, 
who by his word created all things, and formed the 
heayens and every heavenly mansion, standing at 
thy door, like a weary stranger, who seeks a lodging 
for the night, to rest his wearied limbs, to guard 
himself against the storm, and to hide himself from 
the horrors of the night. And yet He stands 
without. Who has shut the door against him? 
Who occupies thy heart to the exclusion of this 
Eighty One ? How wicked must that occupant be, 
'ho hath cast out the owner and builder of thy 
veiling, and suffers him to stand without ! Is not 
t, the enemy of Christ, this evil occupant? and 
^htest thou longer to shelter this murderer ? 
ght thy Saviour to be cast out any longer, or 
be suffered to stand before thy door ? 
ehold him standing there, with pierced hands 
feet; behold the sacred wounds, the infliction 
^ich he bore on the cross for thy sake! He 
a at thy door with the hand which still bears 
ark of his love, for the sake of which he was 
to the cross for thee, and hung for hour«. 
T suspended there — iox VJa.^ ^eJi^'^ ^^ ^^^^Og. 
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will for ever continue to do so. He is the friend, 
wbo laid down his life for thee, who bought thee 
with his blood. He is thy Saviour, who is willing 
to forgive all thy iniquities, to heal all thy diseases, 
to redeem thy life from destruction, and to crown 
thee vnth lovingkindness and tender mercy. He is 
the supremely rich, the superlatively fair and exalted 
bridegroom, who is seeking a poor and wretched 
bride, (just such an one as thy soul is) in order to 
bestow upon her the most valuable treasures — the 
unsearchable riches of God — the infinite blessings 
of eternity. He is the physician who is willing to 
heal thy diseased soul, and to render thee entirely 
and etemaUy whole and immortal ; to cleanse thee 
by his blood from all unrighteousness ; to wash thy 
garments white, and clothe thee with the white robes 
of the saints. He is the only and incomparable 
One, to whom all the prophets, and even the man 
who was greater than them all, paid homage. He 
it is who baptizes with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire ; who sanctifies us wholly, so that body, soul, 
and spirit are preserved blameless unto the great 
day of recompense, when he will manifest his glory, 
and take possession of and divide his everlasting 
and unfading kingdom with all his people, and with 
thee also, if thou wilt open to him. He is, further, 
the future judge of the living and the dead, who oa 
the appointed day, shall come mVYv ^x^^X. ^c$^«t «s>^ 
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But in what manner does he knock? He tries, 
in a variety of ways, to obtain admittance into thy 
heart, and to be heard and received by thee. His 
knocks and calls are as manifold as all his other 
words and works. At one time, he knocks with the 
finger of his Spirit; at another, with the hammer of 
his word; and then again with the rod and the 
strokes of his chastisements and trials. The voice 
of that blood, which he shed for us, incessantly calls 
after us ; the tears, which he wept for and concerning 
us, are constantly calling upon us, are ever knocking 
at our door, to induce us to open wide the gate 
for the friend who has loved us to such a degree. 
What a voice has his agony and bloody sweat on 
Calvary ! What a hammer to knock at the door of 
our hearts is furnished by his crucifixion and death I 
Who is able to resist? Every one of his words, 
both in the Old Testament and the New, are so 
many instruments with which he smites the human 
heart. All the communications and inspirations 
of the Holy Spirit, who is appointed the world's 
preacher, to convince of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment — all the movements and motions of 
this Spirit within, by which he seeks to awaken and 
convert the heart and point it to Jesus, are, as it 
were, the elevated finger of the Lord, who knocks at 
our door, and the voice of the friend, who seeks 
admittance. The powerful Novee o^ c,«tt6S^Kv^5^»^ ^^ 
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i hammer directed by his hand, which 
announce that the Lord is standing 
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obdurate against him. (The unwearied patience 
and love, with which he often knocks and calls so 
long, ought to induce and lead us to repentance, 
to devotedness to him, and to receive him gladly; 
but if we long despise his patience and lend a 
deaf ear to his voice, it may eventually terminate 
in hardness and obduracy.) He, the Redeemer, the 
Saviour of all men, whose will it is that all men 
should be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth ; — He, the great shepherd of the sheep, the 
pastor and bishop of the whole human race, on 
whom it has been sacredly enjoined by the Father 
to lose none of the sheep which he has committed to 
his charge ; — He who came into the world to seek 
them that were lost, to reclaim such as have gone 
astray, to justify the ungodly, to save sinners, to 
give sight to the blind, to purify the unclean, to 
quicken the dead ; — He certainly stands at the door 
of all such vnretched beings, and assuredly knocks 
at the heart of each, by whatever name he may be 
called. He who is faithful and true, certainly never 
omits, with regard to any soul, to do his Father's 
will, and to accomplish the work to which he is 
commissioned. He assuredly needs not to be re- 
minded of here one and there one whom he has 
overlooked or forgotten. He never neglects nor 
forgets any. He knocks at the dooT olXioJ^"^^ 
and low, the great and the Utt\e, t^o.^ x\Osv «kA "^^ 
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standing and knocking at the sinner's door, before, 
during, and after the act and perpetration of sin. 
It was on this account he was called the friend of 
publicans and sinners ; for this cause his enemies 
said of him, that he received sinners ; and when he 
knocked at the door of Zaccheus and invited him, 
they murmured and said, that he was again become 
the guest of one that was a sinner ; by which they 
intended to say, that he was always standing at 
sinners* doors, and that whenever any of them 
opened to him he went in to them. 

There are proofs enough that the Saviour stands 

at the sinner's door even during the commission of 

sin, and that he does not meanwhile withdraw from 

it, but continues there knocking, and loudly too, 

and just at that very time, with the hammer of his 

word, and powerfully speaks in the conscience, 

laying, ** Thou art doing what is wrong, thou art a 

ervant of sin, and he that sinneth is a child of the 

evil ; thou must die, for the wages of sin is death ; 

iless thou abstain, return, and repent, thou canst 

>t enter into the kingdom of God ; thou shalt not 

5 life, but the wrath of God abideth on thee." 

e sinner would gladly be deaf to this voice, stop 

ears, and seek his repose, but he cannot. Inward 

asiness, reproaches, remorse, and accusation 

ue him during and after the eo\nxci\s»L^\SL ^:iL 

He flees in vain from ipVa-ce \.o ^"aa^N va.H'ssis^ 
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of conscience, the accusations and reproaches of the 
inward witness become louder, more painful, and 
more intolerable. The man's distress increases, and 
alarm and terror at the future, and the thoughts 
of judgment, death, and hell, fill his heart. The 
sinner is ashamed of himself before God, trembles at 
the idea of eternity, when every thing that is done 
in darkness and in secret will be brought to light — 
where every thread of unrighteousness, however 
finely spun, will be made visible in the solar light 
of eternal truth and righteousness. The sinner 
already feels uncomfortable in the company of good, 
pious, and holy men, because he is conscious, in 
their presence, of being too unworthy, impure, and 
reprobate, and is always obliged to hear and carry 
about with him the sentence of condemnation from 
his own inward judgment-seat. What is all this, 
even when still more and worse than this, but Jesus, 
the friend of sinners, who, with so many strokes of 
the hammer, knocks at the poor man's heart, in 
order to drive away sin, scare the sinner from the 
path of sin, render sin odious to him, make him 
clearly see its consequences and fruits, and show 
him the pit of destruction open before him, into 
which he must necessarily fall, if he continues to 
serve sin? All this is intended to incite him to 
repentance and conversion. With, evet-^ ^JctOsA ^-^ 
his heart, he certainly hearB, at V\^b ^«cafe >C\\ssft> ^^"^ 
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absolution, and then the strengthening, invigorating 
wine of his holy and sanctifying Spirit into the 
wounds of the torn and stricken heart, and will not 
aflterwards leave the man to his fate and go away, but 
take him upon his shoulders and carry him to the 
inn, to the flock of his believing people, and will 
there entirely heal and restore him, and pay and 
provide every thing for him. He will spare nothing, 
but employ every means, until he is made meet for 
the inheritance of the saints in light. It is for this 
cause he knocks so continually and so loudly at 
every sinner's door. 

But if, after having obtained mercy and forgiveness 
of sins, thou hast again fallen from grace, hast again 
lost Christ, and art either sunk back again under tlie 
control and yoke of the Law, or into the slavish 
service of sin, and into the power of Satan, after 
having been liberated by grace, and thus become 
faithless, a despiser of mercy, a covenant-breaker, a 
perjured person, and • a reprobate ; if thou hast, in 
this manner, again cast out thy Saviour, who had 
already entered into thy heart and taken up his 
abode there, and on the contrary, hast again made 
room in thy heart for sin, Satan, and the world, and 
hast thus made the habitation of the Holy Spirit a 
workshop of the devil, and the temple of God a den 
of thieves ; if like the sow that waa ^^^^^V^^^^ ^^t^^ 
again waUowest in the mire, aiid "t^Vxxxwa'eX X^^ "^ 
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wolves ? Why dost thou shun life and seek death ? 
All day long do I stretch out my hands after thee, 
O rebellious heart ! O that thou knewest, in this thy 
day, the things that belong to thy peace ! how often 
would I have gathered thee in my arms, and carried 
thee in my bosom, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, but thou wouldst not! 
"Why wilt thou die^-why perish — why be a prey to 
death and hell ? Return, thou backslider. To-day, 
to-day, if thou hearest my voice, harden not thy 
heart any longer ; return to my arms, I will no 
longer call thy sins to mind, nor impute to thee thy 
transgressions." 

Now if thou hearest this voice of the compassionate 
love of thy Saviour, and openest thy door ; if, with 
the prodigal son, thou sayest, I will arise and return 
to the arms of my Father, my Saviour, before I 
perish with hunger in the service of sin ; I will 
confess that I have sinned, and am not worthy to be 
called a child of God, a disciple of Jesus ; O that 
be would graciously permit me to be even a door- 
keeper in his house ! If with these sentiments thou 
really seekest the Father's bosom, the Saviour's 
arms, forgiveness, favour, and acceptance, the Father 
then will run to meet thee, the good Shepherd take 
thee on his shoulders and bring thee home ; — a 
joyful festival at thy return will then be celebrated 
hy the whole household q{ Cio^\ «J\\\av^^^ "^sv^ 
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AT THE DOOR. 21 

and at the same time injure or lose thy own soul ? 
What can the whole world avail thee ? He that 
gathereth not with me scattereth. He that does 
not renounce every thing, and even forsake and deny 
himself, cannot he my disciple, can have no part in 
me or my kingdom." 

Now, if thou hearest this voice and openest the 
door; if thou retumest to thy heart, tearest thy 
affections away from every thing else but him, and 
that which leads to him ; if thou dismissest thy 
foolish cares, pleasures, and dissipations, when thou 
hearest what thy Lord and friend at the door says 
to thee, what he whispers to thy heart when thou 
watchest and pray est and seekest to abide in him, 
. he will then enter in to thee, make thee conscious 
of his presence, again impart his grace to thee in 
renewed measure ; and will grant unto thee growth 
and increase like a branch which abideth in the vine. 
Then shalt thou flourish and thrive as a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, and shalt be rooted and 
grounded in him. Thy soul shall live. 

There is no want of those who are willing to pass 
for Christians, who have either never known nor 
entered upon the right way, or else have forsaken it, 
and are travelling securely and thoughtlessly on the 
great high-way and broad road, as if it were the 
beaten path to heaven. They are conformed to ilsa 
world, the refined and fasb\OTva\Ae, \^ t^^X. "*^^ ^^'^e. 
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SO utterly abhors ? Do you not see him standing at 
the door of your deceived hearts ? He cannot leave 
it ; he is never weary of knocking. He often knocks 
powerfully, and smites upon your hearts with his 
mighty arm. Do you not hear how he has called to 
youy till he is almost weary, in order to make 
himself intelligible to you, who, amidst the noise of 
the great world and the roaring of the broad and 
rapid stream, cannot easily hear him ? Do you not 
perceive how he elevates his voice and exclaims : — 
** I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life ; no man 
Cometh unto the Father, but by me. I am the 
door; he that seeks another is a murderer and a 
thie^ as regards his own soul and that of others, 
whom he carries away with him. He that entereth 
in through me, he that follows me, shall find life. 
Strait is the gate and narrow the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it. Enter in at 
the strait gate ; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way, which leadeth to destruction, and many there 
be that go in thereat." Except you cut oflf the of- 
fending foot, which would walk the broad road, and 
pluck out the eyes, which look back upon Sodom 
and Egypt — at the fashionable world and its applause, 
and tread in the footsteps of Christ; unless you 
take upon you the cross — the reproach of Christ; 
and if you seek to please men, preferring to o^<&\!^<S^ 
your Saviour and be unkind to \v\m, t^flciet ^«c^ 
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and heavenly joy, — or in the region of eternal 
darkness and the shadow of death, where w^ailing 
and gnashing of teeth shall never terminate? We 
reach the former by going against the stream — the 
latter, by being carried along with it. We enter the 
former, leading, by the Lord's hand, on the narrow 
way; — the latter, in company with the multitude, 
the fashionable world, on the broad way. Come, 
then, give thy hand and heart to the Saviour ; he 
will lead thee against the stream towards heaven. 
Cleave unto him, and look no more about thee, not 
even with a glance. Remember Lot's wife ! Can 
a single look be wrong, thought she ; there is no 
need to regard the matter so seriously. She looked 
back, and stood transfixed, a pillar of salt; and 
probably would be still standing there, if the elements 
and the all-destroying tooth of time had not con- 
sumed it. If thou dost not wish to become also a 
pillar of salt, hasten and save thyself; flee out of 
the Sodom of this world, without deigning to cast 
another look at it. 

Now, though in following the Saviour on his 
narrow path, thou art often obliged to walk in the 
dark, and canst scarcely any longer see or find the 
way, because it is so narrow ; though the sun may 
have gone down, and scarcely a star be visible in 
thy clouded sky ; though darkness and sl\a.dsy^% 
surround thee on every side, and. \\vavx ^w^^^^* \ssy«sfc 
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** The Lord is my light and my salvation ; whom 
shall I fear?" For "light is sown for the righteous, 
and gladness for the upright in heart." 

In the days of barrenness and desolation, when no 
heavenly dew nor rain refreshes thy fainting heart ; 
— when all is burnt up by the scorching heat of 
affliction and temptation ; — when, as in a dry and 
sandy desert, thou pursuest thy way, languishing 
with thirst and hunger for the bread and the water 
of life, and canst no where find a spring or a dew- 
drop, nor any thing to refresh and strengthen thee, 
so that thy tongue cleaves to the roof of thy mouth, 
and all thy bones are dried up; — ^when thou art 
unable to derive any consolation from men or from 
books, and when every thing wherewith thou triest 
to quench thy thirst, only renders thee still more 
wretched, exhausted, and faint — where is then thy 
friend ? He cannot be far off. He is with thee in 
trouble ; it is he that hath led thee into this desert, 
in order to show thee that he can give streams of 
water in the desert and brooks in the wilderness. 
He, then, knocks and says to thee ; — " If thou 
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that thus 
guides thee and stands at thy door, thou wouldest 
have asked of him, and he would have given thee 
living water. He that drinketh of the water that I 
shall give him, shall never thirst, for it shall be iu 
him a well of water, springing up \xtA.o es^^^aaJox^% 
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arises only from his not hearing nor opening to him 
^ho stands at the door and knocks. What should 
we not find with him ? How much should we re- 
ceive from him, if we opened to him and entered in- 
to ourselves with him ! Is there not every thing with 
him at our door ? Is not every thing placed as near 
to us as possible in him ? Does not every assistance, 
comfort, and blessing ; all power, riches, glory, the 
fulness of God ; all wisdom, righteousness, sancti- 
fication, and redemption, knock with his finger at 
our door ? Does not, when we open to him, every 
thing enter in to us with him ? Yea, more, even 
abundantly more, than we can ask or think. 

Rise up, therefore, O soul, throw the doors wide 
open ; the table stands ready covered both for the 
eye and the mouth ; all is now ready : only admit 
him, and thou wilt be able exultingly to exclaim, 
** The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He 
leadeth me into green pastures, and by the still 
waters. He anointeth my head with oil ; my cup 
runneth over." Such is the language of one who 
could say, " I have set the Lord always before me ; 
for he is (no longer at the door, but on my side) at 
my right hand.** (Ps. xvi. 8.) 

He that is sore vexed with manifold temptations ; 
who is fully conscious of his weakness, and is sub- 
ject to many infirmities (as t\ve"^ ^Jte <i?iJ^a^ «^ Saj^^Na* 
and unfaithfulnesses, but stme^ «u^iaccasX N}ftB.\xv^ ^^' 
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in him, layest hold of his proffered hand, castest 
thyself into his arms, expectest with undoubted con- 
fidence all needful grace and help from him, ac- 
knowledgest that all self-confidence and self- assist- 
ance is unavailing, and is only a broken reed, and no 
longer leanest thereon nor supportest thyself there- 
with ; when thou fervently and zealously prayest, — 
" Lord, why go T mourning all the day, because of 
mine enemies ? Send out thy light and thy truth ; 
let them lead me, and bring me to thy holy hill and 
to thy tabernacle. Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul ? and why art thou disquieted within me ? hope 
thou in God, for I shall yet praise him, who is the 
help of my countenance and my God." When thou 
prayest, believest, and openest thine heart in this 
manner, He who stands at the door and hears thy 
prayer, and sees what thou needest, will certainly 
not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking 
flax, but raise up and establish the former, and again 
blow upon the latter;— will breathe new life into 
thee, give fire from his own hearth to kindle in thee 
the flame of his love, to confirm thy heart by his 
grace and mercy, and to place thy feet upon a rock, 
and establish thy goings, so that thou mayest exult 
and say, " I can do all things though Christ, who 
strengtheneth me. Bless the Lord, O my soul! and 
forget not all his benefits; who forgiveth all tlv«j 
iniquities, who healeth all thy disea&e^^ 'vVo \^^^^^«v- 
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nacle, is only his knockeri his finger, by whicli he 
announces himself. The cross is a proof that he 
himself is at the door. All your sufferings, all your 
inward and outward distress, is nothing but his 
knocking ; and if you listen aright, when all is silent 
within you, when you do not stop and deafen your 
ears by the noise of your lamentations, you will hear 
his voice, saying unto you, " Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for 
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls ; for my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light. He that will be my disciple, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me. Whom I love, I rebuke and chasten " 

Now, whoever hears his voice, opens to him the 
door, and, instead of murmuring and desponding, 
seizes the offered refreshing, actually approaches with 
confidence the inviting Saviour, nor flees with all his 
burdens and his fatigue to any one else than to him 
who exclaims at the door^ ** Come all ye to me ! " — 
who so apprehends these words as said unto him ; — 
who thinks, " Since he invites all, he has called and 
invited me ; I therefore may also come, and I shall 
be refreshed, strengthened, comforted, and revived;'* 
whoever is willing to receive of him a humble heart, 
which regards itself unworthy of the suffv.ring, and 
begs of him a meek and quiet spmt, vj\v\Ocl xk^^'^ 
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knocking, and his voice. A well-exercised soldier 
of Christ perceives it immediately, and knows what 
he has to expect. No sooner does he find himself 
weary and heavy-laden, or in any wise inwardly or 
outwardly oppressed and burdened, than he thinks, 
*' Now is my Saviour at the door ; he now desires 
to enter and refresh me ; — ^his harbinger, forerunner, 
and messenger, the cross and suffering, is already 
here, and knocks at my door ;** and such a one then 
calls unto him, saying, " Come in, thou blessed of 
the Lord ; why standest thou without ? If thy cross 
is with me, thou must also turn in to me. Without 
thee I cannot bear thy cross. I must have thee, 
and thee alone." 

He that thus opens his door, thus invites him, 
thus bids him welcome, will certainly experience his 
entrance in to him, with all its attendant blessings. 
He cannot suffer such a heart to languish. Can a 
mother bear to see her child sinking beneath a 
burden? and though she might, yet He cannot. 
He takes it from us and bears it himself. 

There are individuals, whom the Lord leaves 
without sufferings and particular trials, or else they 
are not to be impelled to him by sufferings, but 
become careless, and forget that they were purged 
from their old sins. They give no diligence to make 
their calling and election sure, but become blmd «& 
regards tbewsehes; trees are t\iey, Wvi'i ^^-^^ — 
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because thou art lukewarm, I will spue thee out of 
mj mouth ; " like lukewarm water, which camiot be 
held long in the mouth without producing vomiting. 
It is thus the Lord knocks at the door of the 
lukewarm, in order to arouse and awaken them. 
But he has not cast them off, nor given them up. 
He would gladlj enter in, even to them, and once 
more quicken them in particular, and sup with them. 
It is for this reason he still knocks at the door of 
their hearts, and that so loudly. He threatens to 
cast them from him, in order to preserve them from 
such a fate. He points out to them their poverty, 
nakedness, blindness, and wretchedness, in order to 
make them rich, to restore their sight, and to render 
them beautiful and glorious. His patience is adora- 
ble, his love and mercy indescribable. He cannot 
conceal it that the lukewarm are abhorrent to him, 
and he tells them so to their face. One would 
think he would refuse them any further grace and 
hope, as they well deserve, and immediately reject 
and cast them off; — by no means : previously, every 
thing must be attempted, every remedy tried, in 
order not to destroy but to save. " I counsel thee," 
says the friend of sinners,*' I counsel (not command) 
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou 
mayest be rich, and thy poverty be removed ; white 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the 
sh^me of thy nakedness do not ap^ewc > «^^ wv^x^^* 
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salve from me ; if thou reiusest to be healed, en- 
riched, clothed, and enlightened ; and voluntarily and 
obstinately continuest in thy lukewarmness, blind- 
ness, and nakedness, I will cast thee from me." 
The former is much more congenial to the Saviour ; 
the latter he does unwillingly, and threatens in order 
that he may awaken and animate, that the lukewarm 
may be saved, aud not rejected. 

Now, when he counsels and offers such glorious 
things to the lukewarm, what will he advise and give 
the zealous, who ask these things of him ? O con- 
sider, that he stands at the door of every petitioner 
with these heavenly blessings ; with the pure gold of 
love and grace ; with the glorious attire of the white 
raiment of the saints, full of righteousness ; with 
the most precious eyesalve of the Holy Spirit, who 
teaches us to look into the deep things of God. It 
is with such treasures he stands at the door, knocks, 
intreats, and threatens, in order to urge mankind to 
buy of him gratuitously. O, all ye that feel your- 
selves lukewarm, naked, blind, and miserable, and 
are inwardly reproached on that account, know that 
this is the Saviour, — this is his knocking, his voice, 
— these are his words, which he spake to the Laodi- 
ceans, — these are the strokes of his hammer upon 
your hearts. But he, who thus reproves you, has 
also advice to give you, counsel which is ijrecioua 
and worthy of all acceptation. He ^^V >(Xxn\& ^^^- 
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then to his knocking. Obey his voice, whilst he still 
calls jou. For a time is coming, when he will no 
longer knock, no longer call, but really cast out and 
put to shame all who do not open to him, receive 
his counsel, nor listen to his voice, but obstinately 
continue in their nakedness and blindness. 

*' I am not altogether lukewarm," sayest thou ; 
** nor do I appear to myself to be entirely blind, and 
naked, and wretched, and miserable, like the Laodi- 
ceans." But yet thou lackest something, and that 
too of great importance. I will tell thee what it is. 
Thou art no longer what thou wast in the youth of 
thy &ith, and in the blissful days of thy forgiveness 
and adoption. Thou art gone backward ; thy zeal 
has diminished, thy heart is grown cold, so that the 
bridegroom has departed from thee ; for thy thoughts 
of him are no longer so fervent, so animated, so 
constant ; thy joy in him is no more so cordial ; thy 
desire after him and communion with him is no 
longer so ardent ; thy prayer, thy intercourse vdth 
him, is more forced and servile than filial. Thou 
art become more indifferent, cold, and estranged 
from thy Saviour. Only confess to thyself, that 
other objects almost entirely occupy thy heart, and 
that thy Saviour finds no room in the inn : scarcely 
is there a stable or a manger left him, a little corner 
in thy heart. It is also hard and difficult for thee 
to abide in him, to withdtavi l\v^%<i\l ^xwsw ^^{s^^^ 
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because he is eternal love. He still knocks at thy 
door, although he feels nothing but coldness in thy 
heart. He knocks loudly and powerfully; dost 
thou not hear him ? " Ah," he says to thy soul, " I 
know thy works, — what thou art now doing, and 
what thou hast formerly done! — ^how loving once, 
and now how cold ! I have somewhat against thee, 
because thou hast left thy first love. Remember, 
therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works ; or else, unless thou art again 
in earnest, redoublest thy prayers, and becomest 
zealous and fervent in spirit, * I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of its 
place, except thou repent.' ** 

What earnestness ! What heavy strokes on thy 
frozen heart ! Love complains that it is not loved. 
What an honour ! It seeks to be loved by thee, and 
is jealous of thy heart. " Remember," it says, " bow 
precious was once thy love ; how exalted thy soul in 
my fervent and ardent love ! and now, how deeply 
fallen ! how great and grievous the fall !" But who 
heeds it ? Many thousands of awakened individuals 
live on securely and boldly, though devoid of their 
former love, boasting of divine grace and the cer- 
tainty of their salvation, singing and rejoicing as if 
they could not possibly fail of it. Devoid of love to 
the Saviour, they feel no want of love. Having 
once tasted the first love, allYvovx^ V)tkfc^ Vw^^ ^^gsssw 
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turned towards thee, forgave thee much, and thou 
lovedst much. Do, therefore, the first works. Come 
again in this manner, the Saviour means to say ; come 
again to me thus humbled, contrite, believingly and 
confidingly, then will I forgive thee all, and again 
grant thee the first love. I will not be wanting, (is 
his meaning,) I will again receive and accept thee, 
gladly forgive thee, and bestow my favours upon 
thee as abundantly as at first. Only come as thou 
didst then ; do unto me as at first ; bring again such 
a broken and contrite heart. Open thy door as wide 
as at that time ; I will then bless thee, and again 
Impart the first love to thy heart. 

Ask not, therefore. Whence shall I obtain the first 
love ?— what shall I do to procure it ? For it stands 
already at thy door ; it knocks at thy dwelling ; it 
ofiers itself to thee. Is not he who knocks, who 
calls, who complains, who preaches repentance to 
thee, who counsels thee to do the first works, who 
complains of thy want of love, — is not he love itself, 
the source of love, the giver of love ? Does he not 
bring it to thy door ? Does not love speak to thee 
in him, and ofier itself to thee, ever calling -to thee 
and saying, " Open unto me, let me enter, and I will 
sup with thee, and the first Ipve shall be the first 
course and the chief dish at this meal ;" for when love 
spreads the feast, she can only feed her guests with 
love, with the Srst love. O foTt\maV.e moTVai\ ^\^a^ 
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of God. They are only put in motion from without, 
and operate only outwardly. They want the life of 
faith, the fire of love, the unction of the Spirit, the 
ardour and fervour of prayer, the clear and melting 
voice of Christ on the cross and his bleeding wounds ; 
they are destitute of the burning heart of the dis- 
ciples, the faithfulness of a truly pardoned and saved 
sinner. They have the form of godliness, but deny 
its power. They exist more in an outward turmoil 
than in an inward life. Their activity is more me- 
chanical than spiritual. They possess more Pharisaic 
stifihess than heartfelt godliness. Their prayers are 
words, heartless and spiritless formularies; more a 
sermonizing and eloquent address to a God out of 
them, — more a matter of the brain, than a cordial 
intercourse with the living, friendly, and inwardly- 
abiding Saviour. 

If, dear reader, thou art one of this sort ; if this 
be thy state, what thinkest thou of him, who has the 
seven spirits of God, and whose eyes are as a flame 
of fire ? What will he do to thee, how act with thee ? 
Thou art not indifferent to him ; for he has respect 
unto all ; for all are his, and he is unwilling to lose 
any of them. Yes, he has an eye upon thee ; and 
not only so, but he stands at thy door and knocks ; he 
calls also into thine ear and heart, as one having au- 
thority, who can call the dead from their graves^ and 
quicken them. Listen, he is spea^\w^\.o >(5cifce.\'"'*'*^ 
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and not for me nor with me, but only to thyself and 
from thyself." 

Dost thou hear that, thoa busily occupied Martha? 
Perceivest thou the voice of the Saviour ? This may 
well be called knocking loudly. This ought in real- 
ity to awaken thee. Thy working and striving with- 
out and out of him ; from thyself, thy own strength 
and reason ; seeing that thou dost not " abide in him 
as the branch abideth in the vine," is already de- 
nounced by the Saviour as a doing nothing, and thy- 
self as a withered branch without fruit, which will 
be cut down and cast into the fire. And now, when 
speaking from heaven, he clearly tells us, that a 
man may have a great name in the kingdom of God, 
and yet be a dead man. Thou mayest appear to 
be a very lively and useful instrument ; and yet in 
the eyes of the Saviour be unfit and worthless. 
Thy works may be applauded and trumpeted forth 
by half the world, and yet kick the beam in the 
Saviour's balance. Thou hast a name, art highly 
spoken of, thy labours are praised, but that is all. 
He, whose eyes are as a fiame of fire, finds nothing 
in thee but death and dead works. 

Oh, this ought to serve as an appeal to us all to 
try our hearts and our works, whether we have only 
the name or the life, whether we are working God's 
works or our own. We ought therefore in all reasow. 
to pray, " Lord, make us appreYvetiwi^ 'vVQcw x^^?k^ 
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a gloomy fiiturity weigh thee down ; when thy heart 
weeps in thy body, because it feels itself surrounded 
by the darkness and horrors of death, destitute of all 
help and comfort, and infinitely far from all joy and 
delight, — whither shall thy heart turn ? Inwards to 
the Saviour, who has the keys of death and the grave, 
who died for thee and lives again, and eternally ani- 
mates all things. But where wilt thou find him? 
He stands at the door, he knocks, and speaks in 
triumphant language to thy timid soul. Listen only 
and believe ; have thine ear to the door, and thou wilt 
hear him exclaiming — " I am the resurrection and 
the life, he that believeth on me dieth not, nor shall 
come into condemnation. I give my sheep eternal 
life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
one snatch them out of my hand, nor out of my 
Father's; neither death nor the devil, neither the 
grave nor hell, neither time nor eternity." 

When thou believest this voice, and openest the 
door, then vital truth and eternal life, which stood 
at thy door, enter in to thee, and tread death and 
judgment, the devil and hell, under thy feet; bring 
thee life and blessedness, strength to overcome, and 
triumphant joy ; make all thy foes thy footstool, give 
thee immortality, translate thee into heavenly places, 
render thee immutably and unfadingly blest, and 
crown thee with eternal glory. 
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until bis patience and love at length weary thee ; 
and, overcome, softened, and transported with his 
kindness and forbearance, thou canst withstand him 
no longer. He knows that thou wilt sooner be weary 
of resisting and barring the door, than he of knock- 
ing, waiting, and calling to thee to open it. This is 
his key to open thine and every closed door. It is 
his unspeakable, unwearied, patience and love, with 
which he watches, waits, and knocks, day by day, at 
our door, until we yield and open to him. In con- 
sequence of his long and incessant knocking, the 
opposing bolts within at length give way. He often, 
and in many cases, knocks so loudly, and with such 
strokes of the hammer, as to be clearly felt, as to be 
heard in the inmost parts of the soul, so that the 
heart trembles and is terrified, because it perceives 
that it is the Lord's strong and powerful hand, the 
mighty finger of God, the hammer that breaks the 
rock in pieces. It is then that the soul surrenders, 
that the heart is rendered soft and tender, and yields 
to the pressure of his love ; it is overcome, it- can no 
longer resist, can bolt the door no more. The ardent 
desire of his love for the soul at length awakes in 
the soul an ardent desire after him. For he does not 
cease ; he shakes and knocks at the closed and bolted 
heart, until the bolts give way, spring open, and fall 
off, — ^nay, until a desire and longing after him arises 
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is that he stands, day and nig. 
knocks and calls like a lover, sa 
my sister, my love, my undefil 
filled with dew and my locks wi 
night." Because he knocks and 
at the door, the soul at lengt! 
and says, '^ It is the voice of m; 
arises and opens to him. 

But thou sayest, ** My heart is i 
hard, and the door tru\ o* ' 
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be not both able and willing to loosen all tby bonds 
and bars ? When he says, ** Open unto me !** it is 
as if he had said, " Let me open, permit me to set 
thy heart at liberty ; give me thy heart, thy will," 
And when thou sayest to him, ** Lord, I gladly would, 
but cannot. Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief!" 
when he sees that thou art in earnest, that thou no 
longer lovest the bars, but wouldest gladly let them 
go ; if thou wert able — this is already as much as if 
thou hadst opened to him, and presented to him the 
key that he might open the door himself. And he 
will not delay doing so, he who is able to go through 
every obstacle. 

If thou turnest not away from him, nor rejectest 
him ; if thou art satisfied with him ; if thou dost not 
voluntarily entertain other lords and guests behind the 
door in thy heart ; if thou wouldest gladly be rid of 
these strange masters and free from their bondage ; 
if thou longest for deliverance, stretchest out thine 
arms to thy deliverer, and from the bottom of thy 
soul ejaculatest, " O that salvation were come out 
of Zion ! O that I were brought out of prison, and 
released from Egyptian bondage ! O that I were no 
longer a slave of Satan, a servant of sin, a prisoner 
to my lusts and inclinations ! O that I had a better 
master, who would make me free from the law of sin 
and death ! O wretched man that I am^ who ^^ 
deliver me?" If such are thy fee\\n^%, wi^ ^^\i^^- 
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f, the gates are lifted up, the heart stan 
1, a plain path is made for the Belov* 
enter thy heart unhindered. How will 
» had 80 long stood knocking and ca] 
r ! How will he rejoice, even as the ii 
id her piece of silver; as the sheph 
ering his sheep ; as the father at th 
prodigal son ! 

The Lord himself gives us to under 
neant hy opening to him : '* If any m: 
ce, and open the door,'* are his words. 
; precedes the doing; the believing ; 
! word, the confiding reception of the ^ 
th door and gate, procures him entrai 
art. His word, his voice, is the harl 
nner, the preparer of the way, the brea] 
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masdments and keepeth them, to him will I manifest 
myself. He that loveth me will keep my word, and 
I and my Father will come and make our ahode 
with him." Here we are clearly told, that loving 
him, — that is, keeping his word and commandment, 
(for with him this is always one and the same thing,) 
is to get Christ into our hearts, and the Father with 
him. Who would not hazard every thing to obtain 
such guests and inmates as these, who will certainly 
pay a high rent, and assuredly not dwell with us at 
our own cost, nor remain a fartliing in our debt ? ^ 

*' But,'* sayest thou, *' this is a hard, difficult, and 
impracticable condition. Who can keep his command- 
ments without first possessing him ? Is this to be 
understood literally ?** Certainly ; for who dares to 
add or take away any thing from it ? Who dares to 
change or counterfeit the Lord's word ? Unless thou 
keep his word and commandment, he will not and 
cannot come to thee. *^ But how shall I do this ? since 
without him I can do nothing. Am I not weak, sin- 
ful, sick, imprisoned, and fettered?** Yes, such is 
thy case. But does he not stand at thy door, knock 
at thy heart, and speak to thy soul ? He, with whom 
thou canst do all things ? Shouldest thou not be able 
to attain to him, who thus approaches thee, whose 
finger knocks at thy heart, whose voice is heard in 
thy inmost soul ? Look ! — to love him and keei^ bi« 
word and commandments, taVea tet ^xwaXfc^ •Oca^'^KNA 



and receive it, if thou only wilt, and • 
it. To love him, means, first of all, 
long after him, to hunger after and d< 
that acts thus, apprehends, gladly rect 
fast his word. No word or commandi 
loved is difficult to a loving soul ; sine 
commands are just so many promises 
and require of us no more than the pi 
which they grant and impart to us. 
word and command to thee is, that tho 
on his name, who saves sinners ; anc 
which is the power of God unto salvat 
that believe. He that hears and k( 
mandment first, will also be able U 
other words and commandments ; for '. 
eth on him hath forgiveness of sins an 
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to him. He then enters, and gives thee a new 
t, without locks and bolts ; a heart into which 
as free admission, where he sups and dwells, as 
s own palace. 

berefore, let every one turn his ear to the door 
is heart, at which Jesus stands, knocks, and 
bis voice be heard ; for it is said, — ** Whosoever 
not hear him, shiall perish ; he that despiseth 

despiseth him that sent him.'' Certainly, had 
Saviour never knocked at thy door, hadst thou 
r heard him, thou wouldst have an excuse. For 

who shew no traces of his ever having knocked 
.eir door, moved and awakened their hearts, and 
have never heard his voice, cannot be judged, 
nust be left until he thus makes himself known 
em. But it is hard to believe that the Saviour 
ever forget, overlook, or pass by any one ; or 
there should be one door or one heart at which 
oes not announce himself. He loves us and all 
Idnd too dearly ; he has done and suffered too 
b for all, to permit one individual to go on, du- 

his whole life, without at least touching him, 
making him conscious that he is present with 
He knocks indeed, at different times and 
)ds, with different persons ; to some he comes at 
bird hour ; to others at the sixth or niat\\ v iixs<i. 
»me even at the ele\eti\]l[v\iovjLt. '\>Cifft^^ox'5.^-^^^fc^^ 
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las he been compelled to wait, how ofte 
nd knock and call again at thy door ! 
inless thou amend, a heavier judgment ¥ 
hee, than upon those who have never he] 
md his knocking. 

He, therefore, who perceives in hi 
amotion, affection, or incitement, wh 
jnable or unwilling to cause himself, ^ 
3r continues not of his own, but even 
will; he who feels within him a secrei 
longing for salvation, let him not resist 
it ; for it is, in truth, Jesus Christ '. 
stands at the door and knocks, and b} 
awakens in the man this longing, or p 
emotion or affection in the heart, and thi 
that he is present. It is the voice of 
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queror. Resign thyself to him without opposition 
or reserve. For that individual alone opens the door 
of his heart to him who no longer opposes him, who 
unconditionally gives himself up to him, and says, 
with the entire volition of his will, ** Here am I, do 
with me according to thy word ; do with me what 
pleases thee, both in time and eternity !" It is thus 
the door is thrown open, and the gates lift up their 
heads, that the King of glory may enter in and keep 
the feast. 

The meaning of the words, " I will sup with him, 
and he with me, *' still deserves our particular con- 
sideration. For the reference here is not to that 
outward supper, which he instituted to shew forth 
his death, and for the mutual participation of all the 
members of his ecclesiastical body ; he here speaks 
of a supper, of which he intends to partake inwardly 
in the heart, with thy heart alone and in particular. 
** I will enter in to him, and sup with him, and he 
with me.*' The latter clause especially must not be 
overlooked. Here a fellowship, an intimacy, and 
mutual communication of two persons is the chief 
point ; for it is said, *' I with him, and he with me.*' 
No third person is to be present, or know any thing 
about it ; only he and I, and I and he. Where is 
the pen that can describe, or the tongue which can 
express, what then takes place ? He who Ka& isk<(^^ 
himself enjoyed and tasted tlaal ^^ "Lrat^ \^ ^^^ 



not begin with requirements, like Mosi 
posing burdens ; but he, first of all, bi 
and bestows that which feeds, refreshe 
and quenches thirst. A singular gue 
having stood so long at the door, waiti 
and asking for admittance, on being adn 
require to be waited upon and enter tail 
and gives the feast, and entertains his 
can believe this, except he who exper 
suppose they must give to him and 
and are at the same time well aware 
nothing to set before such a guest. I 
for so long a time they give no ear to 
hence it is that they close their heai 
so long. O, if all men knew what 
brings and gives to the soul, how gla 

• ' • - I !}„♦ *.i,«„ a^« nfrairl of 1 
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to the house of correction, to be punished there ; 
and as if he were an executioner, about to give a 
criminal his deserts. It is thus Reason regards the 
matter, before she receives light from above. But 
in opposition to this, the Saviour says, " Not so ; I 
come to sup with thee ; I bring every thing with 
me ; I will first give and communicate, that you 
may be abundantly satisfied, and have more than 
enough." 

He has not been pleased to tell us wherein the 
supper consists ; what enjoyments, what food he 
places before the soul; — and who will venture to 
describe that which is indescribable ?— to utter that 
which is unutterable ?— to measure what is infinite ? 
All his acts are indescribable, unutterable, and infinite, 
like himself. He, therefore, who would gladly be 
minutely informed what kind of a supper it is, must 
obtain the experience of it himself. Open unto him ; 
so shalt thou soon enjoy and taste how precious, how 
excellent it is ; and wilt then no longer desire to 
have a description of it, because thou wilt soon find 
that it is inexpressible. Thou shalt be satisfied with 
the fatness of his house, and shalt drink of the river 
of his pleasures ; for with him is the fountain of life. 
(Psalm xxxvi. 8, 9.) 

It is, however, beyond a doubt, that the best dish 

at this supper is himself. He gives hira&elC %& V^s^ 

people's food and their most eaaeiv\.\si\ evvY^T^'^^^'* 
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passeth all understanding, i 
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bread of heaven from his hand, and drinks the strong 
wine from his cup, which he himself pours out ? 

Alas ! that there are so few, who suffer the Lord 
Jesus to come so near them, and open their hearts to 
him, so that he can be unto, and bestow upon them 
what he gladly would be and give to each ! There 
are only a few, who enjoy this inward feast ; as for 
the rest, it is a mere form of words, respecting which 
they care but little. For having no experience of 
it, and being unable to form any idea of it, they 
explain it in such a superficial manner, that the 
whole feast is reduced to water, and often to luke- 
warm water ; so that not a crumb of the bread of 
life, nor a drop of this invigorating wine remains. 
It has no more effect upon them, even at the best, 
than a florid painting of a supper can effect. But 
the Saviour did not come into the world, did not 
suffer and die, and does not stand and knock so 
long at our door, in order to feed us with the sound 
of mere words, or to paint a supper on the wall. 
His words are spirit and life ; the food he gives, is 
invigorating food, and it communicates more to the 
mind than the letter can convey. From him who 
promises me a supper, and invites me to his, table, 
I expect real food, refreshment, nourishment, suf- 
ficiency, and invigoration for my inward life ; the 
appeasing and satisfying of all the nece%%\\A&<«^ ^^ ^o^ 
spirit^ and of my hunger and t\i\t«\. a^«t «^\t>X»a^. 
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what enjoyment will he find in our hearts, if we 
open the door to him ? What does he get by us ? 
O, very much ! To him we are excellent food, the 
nourishment of his body; for it is his meat and 
drink to do his Father's will, and to finish the work 
he gave him to do. When he saves a sinner, or 
finds one that was lost, it is to him a supper, an 
incomparable feast ; it is a refreshment to his heart, 
which languishes after souls, the nourishment of his 
love, the appeasing of his hunger ; it is to him a 
princely pleasure ; it affords him greater joy to have 
found us, and to be able to do us good, than we feel 
in being accepted and entertained by him. The 
joy, the satisfaction, and the feast is therefore mutual. 
He cannot be happy (so to speak) without us. He 
loses much, if he cannot impart to us all his blessed- 
ness and glory, and when we refuse his salvation. 
How did he feel on gaining over the sinful woman 
at Jacob's well, and in having, by her means, kindled 
a fire in Samaria. What was his answer, when the 
disciples brought him food ? " Oh ! " said he, " leave 
me alone with your fare ; I have had a much better 
supper ; I am already satisfied. I have had meat to 
eat of which yoix know nothing. You come too late 
with your provision." The believing and converted 
woman, the repenting and believing Samaritans, 
whom he already regarded as a field >«Vi\\a ^"s^t '^^ 
harvest, were to him tlie moat «^\^tv^^ ^^^aX-* ^^^ 
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not find much nutriment and blessing in the outward 
and sacramental feast, of which he at stated times 
partakes. All who go so seldom to the Lord's table, 
and live, during the interval, without the inward 
feast and spiritual food ; who feed merely upon 
themselves, or even upon sin, which they seek at 
stated periods to get rid of, by a week's preparation 
and the reception of the Sacrament — these are the 
very people, who will eventually seek to aid their 
cause by saying, " Lord, Lord, open to us, for we 
have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and partaken 
of thy supper." But he will answer them without 
flattery, and say, " I know you not ; depart from 
me, ye workers of iniquity." (Luke xiii. 25, 26.) 

But let us turn away from such a state, and 
turn, with our whole souls, to him who stands at 
our door and knocks, and offers us his supper. Let 
us reflect upon what has been said above — consider 
him waiting at our door, to enter in to our hearts — 
how much it concerns him to be our guest and host, 
to sup with us and we with him — that he is able to 
pour into our lap and impart to us all that he is and 
has — that he may be entirely ours, and we entirely 
his. O Lord, let this be the case with us all! 
May every door at which thou knockest be opened 
to thee, and every heart be offered to thee ! Here 
is mine : take and keep it eternally I ^xsva^* 
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